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"[A] woman who lives in the shadow of daily violence ..is not truly free." - UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, In Larger Freedom

     1. Gender Inequity and Gender-based violence
     The 20th Century witnessed the spread of gender equity to many parts of the world.  Women’s movement to improve political, economic and social status of women bore fruits in many countries as was testified through a series of United Nations Conferences on the Status of Women.  It is now widely accepted by international society that people are created equal and that everybody has equal rights to the pursuit of life with dignity.  It is no longer taken for granted that the strong can safely abuse its power against the weak without encountering resistance.  However, gender inequity still persists in many fields, especially in the form of gender-based violence against women. 
     According to the 1993 UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, gender-based violence refers to : “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivations of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.” (Article 1) acts of physical, sexual, and psychological violence in the family, community, or perpetrated or condoned by the State, wherever it occurs. These acts include: spousal battery; sexual abuse, including of female children; dowry-related violence; rape, including marital rape; female genital mutilation/cutting and other traditional practices harmful to women; non-spousal violence; gender-based violence related to exploitation; sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in school and elsewhere; trafficking in women; and forced prostitution.
 The 1995 Beijing Platform for Action expanded on this definition, specifying that it includes: violations of the rights of women in situations of armed conflict, including systematic rape, sexual slavery and forced pregnancy; forced sterilization, forced abortion, coerced or forced use of contraceptives; prenatal sex selection and female infanticide. It further recognized the particular vulnerabilities of women belonging to minorities: the elderly and the displaced; indigenous, refugee and migrant communities; women living in impoverished rural or remote areas, or in detention. 

     Gender-based violence is a crime against the dignity of a woman as a human person, and has lasting impact on the feeling of self worth of a woman.  Women who are sexually violated as children tend to grow up feeling unworthy and undeserving of the right to pursue happiness, like they have some irrecoverable defects or damage. However, male decision makers have been rather reluctant to legislate laws to restrict male gender-based violence against women, or to introduce policies to impose strict penalty against the sexual crimes.   As a result, gender-based violence constitutes perhaps the most widespread and socially tolerated of human rights violations.
     The purpose of this article is to point out the state of gender inequity and gender-based violence against women with focus on Asian situation and suggest actions to be taken immediately.

2. Domestic Violence 

      Worldwide, an estimated one in five women will be a victim of rape or attempted rape in her lifetime.
 One in three will have been beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise abused, usually by a family member or an acquaintance.
 But the perpetrators are likely to go unpunished while the victims are persecuted for having lost chastity. Each year, hundreds of thousands of women and children are trafficked and enslaved, millions more are subjected to harmful practices. Violence kills and disables as many women between the ages of 15 and 44 as cancer.  The impact of violence may also extend to future generations: Children who have witnessed abuse, or were victims themselves, often suffer lasting psychological damage.
 
     Domestic violence is by far the most common form of gender-based violence. Based on survey data, between 10 per cent of women in some countries and 69 per cent in others are subjected to domestic violence. 
 The proportion of women who experienced domestic violence is reported to be 14.2% in Hong Kong, 16.1% in the U.S., 17% in Japan, and 31.4% in Korea.  In about one fourth of cases, sexual abuse also occurs.  Although abused women often live in terror, many are trapped by fear of community disapproval or reprisal. These fears may be justified; studies from developed countries show that a significant number of intimate partner homicides occur when a woman tries to leave an abusive partner, or soon thereafter. In Australia, Canada, Israel, South Africa and the United States, between 40 and 70 per cent of female murder victims were killed by their male partners.
 


Almost a half of divorce cases report incidents of violence in marriages. According to the Annual Human Rights Report by the U.S. Department of State, 
 the Korean Department of Justice reported that 7,532 rapes occurred in 2008, out of which 3,581 were prosecuted, and the Ministry of Gender Affairs and Family in 2007 reported that 15,325 sexual crimes including rapes and sexual harassment.  The Ministry of Gender Affairs and Family says the actual gender-based violence could amount to 110 times the number of the actually reported cases. 

As one example of statistics on domestic violence, a UCLA Anthropologist offered some shocking figures from Japanese government studies and her own research that showed that some 14% of Japanese women admitted to hospitals for injuries are the victims of domestic violence, that even among young people half see nothing wrong with this kind of behavior by husbands, and that international trafficking in women for the sex trade is rampant.
 When battered women who feel threatened with life call the police, they would consistently dismiss the matter and encourage the pair to reconcile. "There's a sense of violence being part and parcel of the prerogative of the husband to beat his wife if he cares to." 

     According to her, "Japan is a society where there are sexual inequalities which are accepted as a given, and where sexual exploitation of women is not necessarily seen as being all-bad."  It was only in 2001 that the Law of Prevention of Spouse Violence and Protection of Victims was passed. The situation is not any better in many developing Asian countries.

3. Child Pornography and Sexual Abuse 
     Child sexual abuse is a significant public health problem across the world. In the United States one out of three females and one out of five males have been victims of sexual abuse before the age of 18 years. A report released by the National Institute of Justice in 1997 revealed that of the 22.3 million children between the ages of 12 and 17 years in the United States, 1.8 million were victims of a serious sexual assault/abuse. There are gender differences with regard to sexual abuse incidents; specifically, girls are at twice the risk than boys for sexual victimization throughout childhood and at eight times the risk during adolescence. Almost 30% of all forcible rapes occur before the age of 11 years, and another 32% occur between the ages of 11 and 17.
 Although we do not have such statistics for other parts of the world, because of fear and shame on the part of the victims that prevent them from reporting the incidents, there are as many hidden cases of sexual violence that are not spoken of.
   There is a strong link between viewing child pornography and sexually abusing children. The world is losing the fight against child pornography. Today's widespread use of home computer technology has led to a staggering number of people trading and distributing child pornography online. No country is immune to this form of child sexual exploitation. According to U.S. investigators, 83 percent of collectors possessed images of children between the ages of six and 12. Close to 40 percent of images involved images of three to five-year-old children and 19 percent involved images of toddlers younger than three. Many of the images depicted violence, such as bondage, rape or torture, and most of those images had children gagged, bound, blindfolded, or otherwise enduring sadistic sex. A whopping 80 percent of cases involved pictures showing the sexual penetration of a child, including oral sex. 
    A major reason for the increase in these horrific images is the Internet. Previously paedophiles were isolated and regulated to a dark corner of society. The Internet exposed a huge community that bonded in child pornography and provided them with instant validation and encouragement. International investigations of child pornography are significantly hampered by the inability of Japanese investigators to participate or contribute their expertise. In 2008, Japan bowed to international pressure and ban the possession of child pornography, but exempted manga comics and animated films.
  At the start of the 2000s," Japanese law [did] not recognize incest (kinshin sokari) as a crime...unless rape or indecent assault ha[d] taken place (a difficult thing to prove) and the victim [was] prepared to press charges (which is very hard for them to do)."

     Gross form of human rights violation is found in the abortion of female fetus. Partially because there is a negative social attitude toward unmarried women getting pregnant, 340,000 fetus every year, which is close to 80% of all the newly born infants, are subject to abortion in Korea. Male preference in some countries result in the abortion of female fetus, which inevitably leads to the imbalance in sex ratio, rape and conflicts in human society.

4. Refugees and Migrant women workers 

     Human trafficking, sometimes called the "largest slave trade in history", is overtaking drug smuggling as one of the world's fastest growing illegal enterprises.
 The United States Department of State 2005 Trafficking in Persons report estimates that between 600,000 and 800,000 individuals are trafficked each year for forced labour, the majority for commercial sexual exploitation. Approximately 80 per cent are women and girls, and up to 50 per cent are minors. Some two million children, mostly girls, are believed to be sex slaves in the multibillion-dollar commercial sex industry. In 2002, the alarming rise in sexual trafficking prompted the UN General Assembly to adopt a protocol to the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime to protect women and children.
 A growing number of developed and developing countries have adopted anti-trafficking laws and policies. 
     The bulk of the women trafficked into Japan to work in the sex industry are from poorer Asian countries such as Thailand, the Philippines, Taiwan, and most recently, China. Trafficking of humans is a larger economic market than drugs. It has surpassed drug trafficking. 
     Now there are 1-million foreigners in Korea, and a recent study reports that 56.3% of foreign migrant women workers had abortion in Korea, and 12.1% experienced gender-based violence.
  Women from Russia, China, Mongolia and the Philippines become house maids or the objects of sexual abuse, and some foreign women enter into marriage contract with Korean men to pay off debt.   Some Korean women are sold to the U.S., Japan, Hong Kong, and Europe for prostitution.
   Special attention needs to be paid to the flights of North Korean refugee women in China. Running from harsh conditions under the totalitarian government in Pyongyang, an estimated 200,000 to 300,000 North Korean refugees are now living illegally in China, roughly half of them women. While female refugees across the world remain at high risk of abuse or exploitation, the North Korean women are extraordinarily vulnerable.   Desperate women sell sexual services through prostitution or arranged marriage. Or they are sold or abducted into sexual slavery. Some are beaten by violent Chinese husbands. Yet under the UN Refugee Convention, to which it is a party, China is obligated not to push back asylum seekers in danger of persecution. In North Korea, anyone leaving the country without authorization is subject to three years in a labor camp, or even the death penalty. The Chinese government has refused to grant the North Koreans official status as refugees, largely based on Beijing's traditional ties to Pyongyang, as well as fears that such a designation would dramatically boost the already steady influx over the border.
     The international community should actively seek countermeasures to stop the abuse of refugee women and children’s rights, and strengthen international cooperation in order to more effectively prevent human trafficking, prostitution, exploitation, and detention of North Korean refugee women.


5. HIV/AIDS in
Asia Pacific ‘
      HIV, short for human immunodeficiency virus affects the immune system and causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). Compared with other regions, notably Africa and Americas the national HIV prevalence levels in East Asia are very low (11,160,900 in Africa; 3,081,235 in Asia ,0.1% in the adult group).  However, because of population size, the number of people suffering from HIV /AIDS is significant and increasing.. South and South-East Asia are at the centre of the most aggressive advances of the AIDS epidemic today. In countries like Thailand and Cambodia, more than 35 percent of new HIV cases are being reported among married women, trends that worry experts even if the latest official figures show that there are 5.4 million people - and not the original estimate of 8.3 million living with HIV in the region. (Statistics form UNAIDS).  The picture in Asia is dominated by China.
  Much of the current spread of HIV in China is through intravenous drug abuse and paid sex.  The number of those living with AIDS in China was estimated between 430,000 and 1.5 million.
  

     The number of newly recorded HIV cases in South Korea increased by about 7% in 2008, up to 797 from 744 in 2007, according to a report released Tuesday from the Korea Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the Korea Herald reports. The new cases in 2007 bring the total number of HIV/AIDS cases reported since 1985 to 6,120. According to the Herald, the number of newly recorded HIV cases has been on the rise since 1997. The report found that 93%, or 743, of newly reported cases in 2008 occurred among men and that 6.8% occurred among women. Seventy-three percent of the cases occurred among people ages 20 to 40. Twenty percent of the cases were recorded among teenagers and 56 cases occurred among people over age 60 (Ji-hyun, Korea Herald, 2/11). 
 
    The feminisation of HIV and AIDS continues in full swing in the Asia-Pacific, reflected in the fact that almost 40 percent of new HIV cases are among women, even if the newest estimates show that there are fewer people than originally estimated to be living with the virus in the region. The soaring HIV rates among younger women was partly due to the false notion that women's being ignorant about sex and sexuality until they get married is an asset.  There is a need for sex and AIDS education for young women as crucial to addressing the epidemic. 
     Women are entitled to protection by rights the same as men. However, for anatomical reasons, women are more vulnerable than men to infection by HIV. In addition, throughout the Asian region, women's "natural" vulnerability is vastly magnified by poverty and generally low levels of education and personal autonomy which make it difficult for them to gain access to information and appropriate services. 

Figure 1:  HIV/AIDS in the world
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Several countries including China, Indonesia, and Vietnam have growing epidemics. Several factors affect the rate and magnitude of growth of HIV prevalence, but two of the most important are the size of the sex worker population and the frequency with which commercial sex occurs. Genuine political interest and commitment are essential foundations for success, demanding advocacy at all levels to drive policy, mobilise sufficient resources, and take effective action.

     Discrimination against women, unequal power relations between men and women constitute the basis of gender inequality that fuels the feminisation of the epidemic. Gender-based violence and economic dependence increase women's vulnerability to HIV. The low economic and social status of women in many societies means that women are not in a sufficiently powerful position to negotiate safe sex. Unequal power relationships make women more vulnerable to coercive and violent sex, which often put them at a disadvantage and leave them with little or no option to refuse sex, much less negotiate for safe and protected sex with her partners. 
     But women's woes do not end there. Once they have HIV, these women become the target of further discrimination and violence because of their positive status. "Fear of violence may lead to women not seeking information and testing and may prevent them from disclosing their HIV status and obtaining treatment and counseling." 

5. Conclusion
     Despite the advance in the status of women in the 20th Century, there still remains horrible picture of sexual violence and abuse against women.  Violence against women has long been shrouded in a culture of silence. Reliable statistics are hard to come by, as violence is underreported because of shame, stigma and fear of retribution.
 It is not uncommon for women to be blamed for their own rape and for bringing dishonour to their families. 
     One of the reasons women remain silent is that in many societies violence against women is accepted as a "normal" aspect of gender relations. In some countries, a large proportion of women believe wife beating may be justified for reasons such as refusing to have sex or not preparing food on time. 
Figure 2: Women Who Believe Wife Beating is Justified for at Least One Reason* 





Source: Source: Kishor, S. and K. Johnson, 2004, Profiling Domestic Violence: A Multicountry Study, Calverton, MD: ORC Macro, Measure DHS+:66 

Recommendations

1. In Kindergarten and Elementary schools, mandatory education should be provided against violence and kids should be strictly disciplined against violent behaviors.
There should be proper sex education from kindergarten so that girls can protect their body and adults can identify and punish the perpetrators.  Install protective devices such as CCTV should be installed in public places, and genetic information of perpetrator should be registered.
2. Protect children from domestic violence by providing them with foster family and shelter.

3. Reinforce penalty against domestic violence – anyone who resorts to violence against another shall be subject to prosecution and penalty regardless of whether the crime is committed against strangers or families.
4. Provide quality assistance to the victims, including welfare support for unwed mothers.

5. The crime of child pornography and sexual violence and abuse of children should be subject to aggravated penalty .and international cooperation should be achieved to prosecute child pornography criminals.

6. Develop technology to detect and prosecute sex crimes on the internet.
7. Strengthen laws and institutions against trafficking of humans.

8. Governments and international organizations are urged to protect the rights of foreign migrant women workers, especially their right to maternity protection.

9. Special attention needs to be paid to the flights of North Korean refugee women.  We urge China to grant refugee status to North Korean defectors and strictly control human trafficking of North Korean women.
10. In order to meet the challenge of HIV/AIDS in Asia, concerted efforts should be made by NGOs and governments in four broad areas of activity: (i) HIV/AIDS education and information; (ii) basic education and economic activity to reduce gender inequities; (iii) improvements in policy and social environments; and (iv) provision of health and other services. Lack of commitment, skill, or persistence in meeting the challenge will cost lives across Asia.
We must strengthen our resolve to create a world in which women and girls are able to live free of any form of discrimination, coercion and violence including sexual coercion and gender-based violence. And we need more women in politics to achieve this goal. 
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